These few paragraphs and a website, are made with the
intention of introducing younger folk to what May Day is
about and what it represents. With these points and the
help of internet, a clearer understanding, and the
importance of this working class, institution can be had.
MAY DAY means many diﬀerent things
that connects to our history, our
geography, our work rest and play. And
the celebration of the struggles for the
life and liberty we enjoy today. May Day,
a study of the “Wobblies” I.W.W and the
Haymarket aﬀair is essential reading.

MAY DAY

MAY 5th - Fun Day
This year help us celebrate May Day
MAY DAY means lots of diﬀerent
things. It connects to our history,
our geography, our work rest
and play. And the celebration of
the struggles for the life and
liberty we enjoy today.

For Beginners
Connecting young folk to the history of May Day

May Day Join the Wed. May 1st
parade: Event assembling at 11:45 am in George Square.
March to the Buchanan Street steps to start at 12:15.

May Day to the present legislators of power is treated as
an anachronism, something that should slip down the
memory hole and be forgotten about. We think it is the
complete opposite, and something of real value, not only
in the stories it has to tell of the struggles and
advancement of working class people, but an institution

Come on a Radical History Walk Thur. May 2nd
6pm at Cenotaph George Square en route to Glasgow
Green taking in weavers strikes, rent strikes and the parts
of town related to these events and our radical past.

that is as much needed now as it was in Chicago in 1886.

have all of the usual, face painting, DIY, stalls, performers.
Bring food to share. We will be announcing other events,
films and talks over the May day week. Wed.1st to Tues.
7th. We are also looking for performers and helpers. (see
website or facebook for details)

heard. Today the attempt is to lock
May Day, away in a darkened hall.
Ours is to bring it out into the light.
It has always been a struggle to
stop these radical events being
sanitised and commercialised. A
struggle that needs to be continued
by our young people today. And part of that struggle is to
bring not only our local celebration of May Day out into
the light, where it belongs. But also to bring the powerful
history of May Day, to the conscience of our young folk in
a way that is useful and understandable to their own
present day struggles.

Start 2:30 where we will celebrate in the open air. We will

Web: mayday.link
Email: info@mayday.link
Facebook: Glasgow May Days

FREE WHEEL NORTH
Glasgow Green
Templeton Street
Glasgow, G40 1AT

facebook.com/groups/416201145855377/

The very parks that were established to keep ordinary
folk from politics, were the very places politics were
fermented. Parks became the open university of fellow
travellers, vagabonds, riﬀ raft, orators, visionaries, that
where locked out of the chambers of power, and decision
making but were determined to be

Picnic on Sun. 5th, Free Wheel North, Glasgow Green

The celebration of hope
solidarity and prosperity for all.
To remembering folk who says no!
I matter
I am worth more than a wage

The Commons and the freedom to associate

“The law condemns the man or woman who
steals the goose from oﬀ the common But
turns the greater felon loose who steals the
common from the goose.”
Use the commons if it is to remain common

Freedom
May Day is about the
arrival of summer, and has
traditions going back
centuries. Whatever rituals
that happened back then,
including what happens
today is connected to the
idea of freedom

International Workers' Day

May Day coincides with
International Workers'
Day, which has its roots in
a labour union movement
that advocated an eighthour working day.

May Day 2016 Glasgow Green
May Day IWW banner Glasgow Green

Battle for
the Green
“THE SUMMER OF 1931 was a riotous season in
Glasgow. There were demonstrations involving
anything from forty-five thousand to one hundred
thousand angry protesters, in scenes which Police
Superintendent Sweeny of the Central Division
described as ‘a disgrace to any civilised

Bloody Friday George Square

The cause, the rights of those who participated

MAY DAY in the open
Many victorian gardens and green spaces were
designed to pacify and dissuade the general public
from politics and political dissent. Fortunately many
places like the Glasgow green became the complete
opposite and became the meeting places for such
activities.
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